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The Risks in Southeast Asia 


Stimulated by PG lunch, let me offer a few additional reasons why 
over-reacting, if anything, is best at this point. 

Though no admirer of domino theory, I doubt if our position in SEA 
could survive "loss” of S. Vietnam on top of that of Laos. Moreover, 
could Administration afford yet another defeat, domestically? 
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Perhaps there are alternatives to sending US troops which would have 
• fair chance of doing the job. But I doubt it. • And. if the alternatives fail, 
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we still face the question of sending troops- later and less satis- 
factory time. 

/ 

The case for acting now is that in the long run it is likely to be the 
most economical. True, we may end up with something approaching 
another Korea, but I think the best way of avoiding this is to move fast 
now before the war spreads to the extent that a Korean type commitment ' 
is required. 

Sending troops now would also lead to much recrimination and some 
risks of escalation, but both risks and recriminations would be much 
greater, say, a year from now when the whole situation is a lot more 
heated up. 

Admittedly, intervention alone does not solve our problem--but at 
least it buys us time to do so. To me, Nitze*s remarks (and his recap 
of McNamara*s position) implied concern we couldn*t handle a two-front 
war--Berlin and Vietnam- -at least not without conventional add-ons to ^ 
defense budget. But we have got to face up to this need sooner or later, 
and VietncLm may give us a lever to do so. 

If we move in, we must exact in turn from Diem a whole series of 
iron- clad commitments. US effort alone will not suffice. Above all, 
let*.S avoid repeat of Korean experience where we saved the ROK mili- 
tarily but accomplished nothing with the nation we saved (largely through 
not pushing more vigorously our "prisoner” Syngman Rhee). 
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In sum, I*m no happier than anyone about getting involved in another 
squalid, secondary theatre in Asia. But we*ll end up doing so sooner 
or later anyway because we won*t be willing to accept another defeat. 

If so, the real question is not whether but how soon and how much! 
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